

Providing Tailored K-5 Reading Instruction
Using  the Core Knowledge Language Arts  (CKLA) 


Assessment and Remediation Guide (ARG)







Core Knowledge Language Arts (CKLA)  is 
the adopted K-5  ELA curriculum
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Background
Literacy Intervention and Remediation


Literacy intervention for young readers is a top priority in the SSD.


We believe:  
• Struggling readers must be identified as soon as possible,
• Literacy intervention must then be delivered as swiftly as possible,
• Literacy intervention must be customized to every learner and adapt with progress, 
• Instructional modification and progress monitoring must be automated so that 
teachers can stay focused on core literacy blocks and instruction,


• Data must be frequent, meaningful and actionable,
• Teachers must remain in the equation, capable of observing and responding to 
readers in real time,


• All third graders must read at grade level as an essential step toward increasing the 
number of children who are career and college ready.







The following slides  follows the GW kindergarten class that was first 
administer the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills 
(DIBELS)  in 2012 to the present:
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This slide shows the growth with our 1st full day Kindergarten class 
using CKLA  (ARG) and how they are doing mid‐year 1st grade 2017:


8/24/2015







CKLA Three Pillars Overview


1. Listening and Learning Strand 


2. Skills Strand (in grades 4 & 5 the strands are combined)


3. Additional Support Strand‐ Dynamic time to meet needs of students/round out 
curriculum: fill‐in holes, reinforce, stretch and enrich (small group instruction 
/literacy  centers)







Pillar 1: The Listening & Learning Strand


Supporting Language and Knowledge Development through Shared 
Interactive Reading


• Complex text‐ above what they can read on their own


• Word work – focused, text‐based vocabulary study


• Building knowledge with text sets on rich, relevant topics


• Build knowledge of concepts


It is important to note:


All students participate in the Listening & Learning sessions on 
grade level, regardless of their decoding skills.  


Limited decoding skills will not prevent the student from learning 
from read‐alouds, discussions…


The goal is for all students to be exposed to the vocabulary, 
content, and language in the read‐alouds texts at their grade 
level.
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Pillar 2: The Skills Strand
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• Reading and writing are taught in 
tandem, reinforcing each other.


• Decodable readers are 100% 
decodable—made up entirely of 
words and sounds the students have 
been taught.







Pillar 2: The Skills Strand
(Foundation Skills)
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“While there are many competencies 
required to be a successful reader able to 
comprehend, analyze, and synthesize what 
one reads, one of the key prerequisite 
components is the ability to 
automatically apply knowledge of the 
English letter‐sound correspondences 
when reading unfamiliar text.”
ARG







Pillar 3:Additional Support


Dynamic time to meet needs of all students and 
round out  curriculum


Targeted Instruction:
ARG
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What is the role of  the CKLA  ARG in 
literacy instruction?


Tool that provides:
• Built‐in high support scaffolds to 
differentiate Skills instruction, 


• Support for tailoring a specific 
lesson, 


• Support for small group, 
• time within the skills block,
• support within pillar 3 (small 
group/center).







What will teachers find in the ARG?


The ARG is a comprehensive guide for each skill :


Lesson Templates


Word /Chaining Lists


Activities for Reteaching


Practice Sentences and Stories for Oral Reading


Games for Reinforcement


Progress Monitoring Assessments


Resources –End of Section Stories and Fluency Assessment







 Lesson Templates  and Lesson Samples


Templates & Lesson 
samples 
• Guided 


reinforcement
• Explicit 


reteaching
• Comprehensive 


reteaching







What are the differences between the various  remediation lessons supported by the 
ARG and the students that are best served by each type of lesson?


Models of Instruction 


Comprehensive 
Reteaching


Explicit 
Reteaching


Guided 
Reinforcement







Guided Reinforcement Lessons


• Short sequence of 
instruction allowing 
students to keep on pace


• Appropriate for:
• On‐grade level 
students with 
instructional gaps 


• Reteaching a skill 
• Small group time 
(within/outside of 
Skills block)


patching a hole







Guided Reinforcement Lessons


P







Explicit Reteaching Lessons


• Explicit instruction in an area of literacy


• Committed time working with student(s)


repair


Appropriate for:
• Below grade-level students 
• Students who need some intervention to 


stay on track 
• Best as intervention instruction







Explicit Reteaching Lessons







Comprehensive Reteaching Lessons


• Explicit instruction across 
multiple literacy areas 


• Significant  committed 
time working with 
student(s)


• Appropriate for:
• Students with IEPs
• Students at least one 


grade level behind
• Can be used as a 


substitute for Teacher’s 
Guide lesson


Rebuilding







Comprehensive Reteaching Lessons







 Word & Chaining Lists


Practice mastery of 
letter-sound 


correspondences







Word & Chaining Lists


Practice 
mastery 
of letter-


sound 
correspon


dences







 Reteaching Activities


Facilitated by 
teacher
Goal - strengthen 


and support 
instruction
Activities vary:


o familiar (from 
TG)


o adapted
o new







Word Lists                          Activity Pages







Practice Sentences               Practice Stories







 Games for Reinforcement


Skills aligned 
games are included 
to provide 
opportunities for 
students to practice
o small group 


instruction
o center work







Games for Reinforcement


 Skills aligned games 
are included to provide 
opportunities for 
students to practice
o small group 


instruction


o center work


 Templates & 
instructions are 


provided.  







 Progress Monitoring Assessments


Progress Monitoring 
Assessments 


Monitor student progress 
on targeted skills


 Diagnostically inform 
instruction


 Contribute to student 
performance records







Assessment  







Fluency Assessments







Progress Monitoring Assessments


5. Progress Monitoring 
Assessments 


 Monitor student progress on 
targeted skills


 Diagnostically inform 
instruction


 Contribute to student 
performance records







Fluency Assessments







 Resources


• CKLA instructional 
aligned articles


• Comprehension Master 
Thinking with Reading 
Chart


• Sound articulation chart 


• Decoding strategies


• Concepts of Print checklist







Assessment is a prerequisite first step to helping struggling readers, 
we use multiple measures to diagnose students’ areas of improvement 


Utilize DIBELS, MAPS, iReady Assessment Data, CKLA Skills Unit 
Assessments, CKLA Domain Assessments, formative assessments, 
and anecdotes to diagnose students' areas of improvement. 







We believe struggling readers must be identified as soon as possible
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Step 1: Determining  child’s Needs
We believe Literacy intervention must then be delivered as swiftly as possible and  
must be customized to every learner. 
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Sample from Assessment Flowchart
Class Summary Form


Interpretation Guidelines


every learner and adapt with progress







Planning Remediation
When assessment data and instructional 
performance signals a need for remediation:


1. Go to the corresponding instructional point in the ARG.


2. Consider the students’ level of instructional need and 
plan with the lesson structures accordingly.


3. Select exercises and prepare associated materials from 
the appropriate section(s) of the ARG.


4. Use progress monitoring assessments to inform 
decisions about student progress and/or ongoing 
remediation needs.
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We believe 
planning tailored 
instruction with 
the Assessment 
and Remediation 
Guide is the 
opportunity to 
make a difference 
in the lives of ALL 
our readers!!






