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Overview
• Introduction of OSPI-Office of 
Native Education (ONE) and 
National Indian Education 
Association (NIEA) 

• Status of Tribal Nations in WA 

• Tribal Consultation in ESSA 

• Commitment to Government-to-
Government Tribal Consultation 

• OSPI Tribal Consultation Policy

• NIEA Tribal Consultation Guide

• Q & A
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Office of Native 
Education

“The mission of the Office of Native Education is to 
promote, create, and sustain an inclusive educational 
environment by integrating the teaching of Native 
American history, culture, and government and by 
supporting the achievement of Native American 
students.”
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Office of Native 
Education

• Since Time Immemorial: Tribal Sovereignty in 
Washington State curriculum

• State-Tribal Education Compact Schools

• Tribal Education Consultation and Networking

• State Indian Education Program (Title VI) resource 
and support
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National Indian Education 
Association

• Founded by Native educators in 1969 to encourage a 
national discourse on Native education. 

• NIEA adheres to the organization’s founding principles:
1. To bring Native educators together to explore ways to 

improve schools and the education of Native children;

2. To promote the maintenance and continued development 
of Native languages and cultures;

3. To develop and implement strategies for influencing local, 
state, and federal policy and policymakers.
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Overview of Tribal Nations
• WA is home to 29 federally recognized American Indian 

nations. 

• Each is a politically independent, self-governing entity 
that operates according to its own constitution.

• Each has a government to government relationship with 
the federal government of the United States of America.
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29 Sovereign Nations within 
Washington State borders

•Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation

•Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation

•Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation

•Cowlitz Indian Tribe

•Hoh Indian Tribe

• Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe

•Kalispel Indian Community of the Kalispel Reservation

• Lower Elwha Tribal Community

• Lummi Tribe of the Lummi Reservation

•Makah Indian Tribe of the Makah Indian Reservation

•Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

•Nisqually Indian Tribe

•Nooksack Indian Tribe of Washington

•Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe

•Puyallup Tribe of the Puyallup Reservation

•Quileute Tribe of the Quileute Reservation

•Quinault Indian Nation

• Samish Indian Nation

• Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe of Washington

• Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe of the Shoalwater Bay Indian Reservation

• Skokomish Indian Tribe

• Snoqualmie Indian Tribe

• Spokane Tribe of the Spokane Reservation

• Squaxin Island Tribe of the Squaxin Island Reservation

• Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians of Washington

• Suquamish Indian Tribe of the Port Madison Reservation

• Swinomish Indian Tribal Community

•Tulalip Tribes of Washington

•Upper Skagit Indian Tribe of Washington
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Pause and 
Reflect

•What does the current 
relationship between your 
district and the local Tribe(s) 
look like?

•How can it be strengthened?
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OSPI State Plan Draft 
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Deadline: Feb 15th, 2017 



Tribal Consultation in the 
Every Student Succeeds Act
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Section 1111: State Plans (tribal consultation at state level)



Tribal Consultation in the 
Every Student Succeeds Act
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Section 8538: Consultation with Indian Tribes and Tribal 
Organizations—Tribal Consultation at district level



1989 Centennial Accord: 

“This Accord…is executed between the federally 
recognized Indian tribes of Washington…and the 
State of Washington…in order to better achieve 
mutual goals through an improved relationship 
between their sovereign governments. This 
Accord provides a framework for that 
government-to-government relationship and 
implementation procedures to assure execution 
of that relationship.” http://www.goia.wa.gov/
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Government to Government 
in the State of Washington



Government to Government 
in the State of Washington

1989 Centennial Accord: 

“…comprehensive educational effort to 
promote understanding of the 
government to government 
relationship…”

http://www.goia.wa.gov/
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Government to Government 
in the State of Washington

1999 Millennium Agreement:

“Educating the citizens of our state, particularly the 

youth who are our future leaders, about the tribal 

history, culture, treaty rights, contemporary tribal 

and state government institutions and relations, and 

the contribution Indian Nations to the State of 

Washington to move us forward on the Centennial 

Accords promise…”

http://www.goia.wa.gov/
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Government to Government 
in the State of Washington

1999 Millennium Agreement:
“Developing a consultation process, protocols 
and action plans that will move us forward on 
the Centennial Accord's promise that, "The 
parties will continue to strive for complete 
institutionalization of the government-to-
government relationship by seeking an accord 
among all the tribes and all elements of state 
government." 

http://www.goia.wa.gov/
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OSPI and Tribal Consultation

• Utilize Dept. of Education Tribal 
Consultation policy.
• Office of Native Education currently drafting 
OSPI’s Tribal Consultation policy.
• Working with Dept. of Early Learning and 
the Tribal Leaders Congress on Education for 
development.
• Working in collaboration with NIEA.
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Pause and 
Reflect Why is it important 

to have a Tribal 
Consultation?
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NIEA Resources
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NIEA Tribal Consultation 
Guide

1. Consensus-Based 
Decision Making 

2. Know Native 
Communities 

3. Act with Respect

4. Sustain Progress 
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Sustain Progress

 Gain a clear picture of educational and 
community concerns. 

 Develop a long-range collective vision 
of Native success defined by the 
community.

 Initiate utilizing collective-decision-
making a plan for success. 
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Sustain Progress

 Include a monitoring and evaluation 
plan that reflects the needs of both the 
Native community and state and local 
educational systems.

 Work together to build sustainable 
systems. 
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Pause and 
Reflect What are some good 

examples of districts 
working collaboratively with 
Tribes to best support 
Native students?
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NIEA Hill Day 2017
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February 
15th-16th

Washington, DC

Our hope and dream is to teach our children about our history, 
culture and language, and to instill in them the word called hope."
-- Ivan M. Ivan, Tribal Chief, Akiak Regional Community (2011)



Thank you!
Michael Vendiola
Program Supervisor, ONE
michael.Vendiola@k12.wa.us

Patsy Whitefoot
Director, Toppenish School District/NIEA Board
pwhitefoot@toppenish.wednet.edu

Dimple Patel
Tribal & State Policy Associate
dpatel@niea.org
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Questions & 
Answers


